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tion of egotism in another guise, and that we
grow thus to conceive of ourselves as filling too
large a space in the mind of God, But unless
we do this, we can only conceive of ourselves as
the victims of God's inattention or neglect, which
is a wholly despairing thought.
In one sense we must be egotistic, if self-
knowledge is egotism. We must try to take the
measure of our faculties, and we must try to
use them. But while we must wisely humiliate
ourselves before the majesty of God, the vast
and profound scheme of the Universe, we must
at the same time believe that we have our place
and our work; that God indeed purposely set
us where we find ourselves; and among the
complicated difficulties of sense, of temptation,
of unhappiness, of failure, we must try to fix
our eyes humbly and faithfully upon the best,
and seek to be worthy of it. We must try not
to be self-sufficient, but to be humble and yet
diligent.
I do not think that we practise this simple
resignation often enough; it is astonishing how
the act of placing our own will as far as pos-
sible in unison with the Will of God restores our
tranquillity.